
ROUND 3 // 
Donington
Park



For round 3 of the 
British Superbike 
Championship we 
headed to the iconic 
Donington Park where 
we were set for a 
weekend of 
action-packed racing 
on the 1.98 national layout circuit. 
 
The last time I raced the national layout was back in the 
early stages of my career. Therefore, I needed to make 
sure I got the most out of the 40-minute free practice 
one session. The biggest thing set up wise for us this 
weekend was the gearing. This was because the R6 
hadn’t been run on this layout before. For free practice 1 
one we chose a gearing ratio that we calculated. 
 
Going into this session there was a lot to take in, 
di�erent circuit layout, gearing and bike set up. Luckily, 
we had a 40 minute session and the lap time was 
around 1:09 which meant we could get at least 20 laps 
with some pit stops to make adjustments to the bike.  



In my �rst 10 laps the �rst feelings felt positive, we planned for a 10 lap run then a pit stop to allow us to get some data 
out the bike and see what area’s we could improve. The gearing was something I wanted to change mid-session but time 
wasn’t in our favour. We made the bike sti�er in the second run as it was lively to ride with lots of movement. 

Through Schwantz curve up towards Mcleans the rear end was like a po-go stick, sti�ening the rear improved this but we 
still had work to do to clean it up. Ending the session in 4th with a 1:09:093 and 0.429 o� the top spot was a productive 
start to our weekend. 



For free practice 2, we made a 
change on the gearing to allow me 
to have more punch o� the turns 
and a little more top end down the 
straights. In addition, by changing 
the gearing it shortened the 
wheelbase of the bike. This changes 
the handling of the bike. Having a 
shorter wheelbase means the bike 
will turn faster, therefore making it 
easy to turn the bike in to the 
corners and will also improve the 
transitioning of the bike in the 
chicane. However, it also makes the 
bike a little bit more unstable but 
with our wheelbase at 578mm, it 
was manageable. 

I ran some consistent laps in the 
session although the times were 
harder to get down to compared to 
session one. We put this down to 
stronger winds and a higher track 
temperature. 3rd fastest was a 
positive way to end our �rst day at 
Donington, we had plenty of areas 
to work on going into qualifying. 

Going into qualifying we took a big gamble. 
We decided to change the gearing again 
which this time would also change my gear 
pattern around the 1.98-mile circuit. 



On my opening laps I knew straight away this gearing was 
exactly what we were looking for. I rattled o� 7 laps early 
on and got a banker lap in. I was �nding it hard to get 
down to some decent times that would put me on the 
front row, I couldn’t get a great feeling in the rear. There 
was a lot of movement from the rear end which was 
making it hard to touch the throttle on and get the drive 
o� the turns. 

With 16 minutes to go, I entered the pit lane for a new tyre. 
Whilst the lads were on with that, me and my suspension 
technician chatted and decided to sti�en the rear shock 
with some preload and adjust the rebound just to slow the 
rear end movements down a little bit. Bingo, that was 
exactly what I needed and with minutes to spare I 
managed to post a 1:08:2 to put me 2nd and only 0.1 o� of 
pole! 

  
       I was raring to go for the 20 lap 
race on the Saturday, I knew it was 
crucial to get a good start. As we were 
on the grid it just started to spit with 
rain but never actually properly poured. 
More like what we call ‘mental rain’



 As the lights went out, I got a 
great jump and charged into 
turn 1, I broke really late but just 
got pushed out by a rider on 
the inside. 2nd down through 
Craner Curves on lap 1, but not 
for long! I made a pass and took 
the lead. In the �rst 5 laps there 
was lots of passing etc going 
on. 

On the start of lap 6 into turn 1 I 
got a false neutral and really 
couldn’t stop the bike as I had 
no engine braking. I lost a lot of 
time because of this and then 
struggled to get back into my 
rhythm. It turned out to be a 
lonely race for 3rd overall and 
2nd in class. 

However, it was some solid 
points on the board and it set us 
up nicely for race 2, as my lap 
times put me 3rd on the grid. 
Another front row start, with 
only Seeley from my class 
ahead of me.



In true British fashion it chucked it 
down with rain around and hour 
and half before race 2. But the track 
was warm, and the sun kept making 
an appearance meaning the track 
was drying quickly. On the out lap to 
the grid I had a good look at the 
track. There was a very clear dry line, 
but it was very narrow meaning if 
you had to go o� line, things would 
get interesting. 

Back to the grid and I had to decide, 
with some wise words from the 
team and my gut feeling I opted for 
an intermediate front tyre and a slick 
rear. This would give me some 
con�dence on the front and a dry 
rear meant it would last in the 
drying conditions. 

The opening laps were steady and 
just feeling to the grip. After 5 laps 
Seeley hit the front and began to 
pull away whilst I was sat in 4th. At 
this point I knew I needed to crack 
on and chase him down…I did just 
that. 



Once I had caught him, I put a move on him quite 
quickly and tried to breakaway, but Seeley and Tom 
Oliver come with me. From this point onwards we 
traded paint all race long and had a very intense 
battle. On the last lap I took the lead into turn 1. I 
pushed hard and tried to put a very good lap together, 
on the back straight in the lead with one turn to go. 

As I tucked in, I could feel my leathers being sucked o� 
my back, so I knew they were right on me, as expected 
they both slipstreamed me pushing me back to 3rd. I 
tried to release the brake early into the �nal turn and 
get at least one of them back, but it just wasn’t 
do-able. 

Some solid points this weekend and I am now joint 
second in the championship with my teammate.

    3rd place wasn’t what I 
wanted after leading 10 laps, 
however it was an entertaining 
and very enjoyable race! 



ROUND 4 // 
brands 
hatch

NEXT UP

THANKS 
FOR 
ALL 
YOUR 
SUPPORT!


